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Sources of project tender details

Even in these straitened times, the public sector, including local authorities, public bodies, the NHS, government departments and quangos, are a huge source of opportunity for small enterprises. Accessing opportunities to bid for contracts is increasing done through e-tendering. Such systems, and associated commercial clearing sites, can provide email alerts of tenders of interest. This information sheet provides some links to sources which may be useful.

Arts Council England

ACE tenders are offered through Delta eSourcing. To access tender information do as follows:

Go to https://www.delta-esourcing.com/delta/index.html 

Register and log in

Go to Resources (top right in menu bar), select Buyer Profiles

Select Arts Council for England (top of page). 

See current tenders and other information.

Local Authority tenders

Most local authorities in EM region use county procurement sites run by Northcliffe Digital, including: 

Source Derbyshire, http://www.sourcederbyshire.co.uk/Default.aspx 

Source Nottinghamshire, http://www.sourcenottinghamshire.co.uk/Default.aspx
Source Leicestershire, http://www.sourceleicestershire.co.uk/Default.aspx 

Source Northamptonshire, http://www.sourcenorthamptonshire.co.uk/Default.aspx 

Source Lincolnshire, http://www.sourcelincolnshire.co.uk/Default.aspx 

These sites are used by the County Councils and many districts, though they are not fully comprehensive. They contain a widely mixed variety of service and supply tenders.

Nottingham City Council has its own system for procurement, http://nottinghamcity.selfservice.alito.co.uk/ 

Full registration needs to be completed by filling in a profile.

Leicester City Council has its own procurement section at http://www.leicester.gov.uk/business/tenders--contracts/ 

ESPO (Eastern Shires Procurement Organisation) 

ESPO based in Leicester deals with procurement for county councils in Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and Warwickshire, and the unitary authorities of Leicester City Council and Peterborough City Council

http://www.espo.org/index.asp?CMD=CTR  (scroll down a long way for tender details)

OJEU

The Official Journal of the European Union is the source for some 2500 tenders a week across the EU. OJEU is mandatory for projects above a set threshold of cost which involve any EU grant input or expenditure.

http://www.tendersdirect.co.uk/?source=OJEC&lgid=OJEC
TendersDirect, based in Aberdeen, is the licensed OJEU provider for the UK and a yearly subscription to Tenders Direct costs £895 + VAT

Contracts Finder, as of 1 April 2011 a new service for details of government contracts operates under the Business Link brand. http://www.contractsfinder.businesslink.gov.uk/?xgovk3w=bl1000&xgovf0p=|xgovs9k=biscf|xgovr3h=cftx1|xgovc8h=1000|xgovk3w=bl1000|&xgovd2v=en&xgovj6d=01ef13e99c80a45eb5ac0e09495ac909ba8b65b5 
PublicTenders.net

PublicTenders.net provides public sector tender announcements free of charge. A free-text search makes it possible to find specific terms of interest in the text of tenders.

No registration is required to search the site, one can register to receive alerts.

Publictenders.net  http://www.publictenders.net/
Other sources

Commercial providers, apart from those listed above, include:

Tendermatch http://www.tendermatch.co.uk
Tendersdirect  http://www.tendersdirect.co.uk/
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