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Visual arts, artists, crafts and design – online directories
Once you have a web presence of some kind, getting links to your site is important to get it found. Here are some directories and useful resources.

General sites/directories

www.yell.com is the web version of the yellow pages and you can put yourself on their site with a basic listing for free, or pay for a display listing. 
www.chb.com is The Creative Handbook and a basic web entry is free of charge
Visual arts and designcrafts-specific online directories and galleries

www.madeinleicestershire.org.uk and www.leicestershirecreatives.org.uk areis our own directoriesdirectory which areis free to any professional in Leicestershire or Rutland. 
www.designfactory.org.uk is a regional organisation which provides assistance for crafts people and designers. You need to apply to get support and be on their directory.
www.axisweb.org/ A national directory of professional practising visual artists including work in all media. It is free to sign up as a member but to upgrade to curator or directory membership there is a fee of £10. You do have to apply with an overview/statement plus cv and images.
www.theaoi.com The Association of Illustrators who have a comprehensive online directory and many other benefits. Full annual membership cost £156.

There re numerous commercial directories of freelance designers, such as http://www.designdirectory.co.uk/index.html and sites which act as clearing houses for freelance design jobs, of which many are listed at http://freelanceswitch.com/finding/the-monster-list-of-freelance-job-sites-2009-update/ 
www.ruffordcraftcentre.org.uk is based near Newark and runs 2 online directories: The Ceramic Artist and The Textile Artist which have a mixture of free and subscription services. 
www.minigallery.co.uk A privately-run online directory of artists and community. You can apply for membership at a number of levels the lowest of which costs £30 a year for a basic online gallery.
http://www.wotartist.com/ provides links to artist websites

http://www.etsy.com online shop that allows artists to sell their work
http://www.notonthehighstreet.com/  online shop for unique products – only relevant for design and crafts, not for original artwork
http://www.affordablebritishart.co.uk/ online gallery

Local examples include http://www.giftwrappedandgorgeous.co.uk/ , http://www.yourgift.org.uk/main/main.php and http://quirkycloset.com/ (coming soon)
Finding Galleries

www.art-shopper.com for a listing of commercial galleries in the UK (under development)
www.artguide.org Guide to the art collections (artists and galleries/museums) of Britain

www.artscouncil.org.uk/ownart/galleries.html Galleries which take part in the Arts Council’s Own Art scheme (giving loans to those buying from specific galleries)

Information on how to sell 
www.artquest.org.uk/artlaw lots of legal information including contracts with galleries, agents etc

www.a-n.co.uk lots of information on selling, contracts and promotion but you do need to subscribe (£28 p.a. for online subscription) to access full information
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